
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lyrics 
Ye banks and braes o’ bonnie Doon 

How can ye bloom sae fresh and fair? 
How can ye chant ye little birds 

And I sae weary full o’ care? 
 

Ye’ll break my heart ye warbling birds 
That wanton through the flowery thorn 

Ye ‘mind me o’ departed joys 
Departed never to return 

 
Oft hae I roved by bonnie Doon 

To see the rose and woodbine twine 
And ilka bird sang o’ its love 
And fondly sae did I o’ mine 

 
Wi’ lightsome heart I pulled a rose 

Full sweet upon its thorny tree 
And my false lover stole my rose 

But ah he left the thorn wi’ me 

THE BANKS O’ DOON / YE BANKS AND BRAES 



Activity 1 

Did you spot these Scots words in the song?  
Do you know what they mean? 

- Sae –  
- Hae –  
- Ilka –  
- Wi’ –  
- Oft –  

 

 

Activity 2 
Can you come up with some more Scots  

words that you use in your daily life? Try  

and write a short story about what you did  

yesterday and fit as many Scots words  

in as you can! 
 
 
 

Activity 3 
Burns Clubs are groups that celebrate Robert 
Burns. Do some research to find out how 
many there are, where are they located and 
what they do. 
 
 
 

 

Activity 4 
Create your own club to celebrate 
something you enjoy. Design a poster 
advertising your club. Ask your teacher if 
you can hold the club at your school. 
 
 
 
    


